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COVID-19 Exclusion Table: Exclusion criteria for staff, students and close contacts 

 
Low Risk Moderate Risk High Risk Very 

High Risk 

COVID-19 
positive (viral 
test), 
symptomatic or 
asymptomatic 

Exclude according to COVID-
19 exclusion criteria  
 
Work with local health 
department to identify and 
exclude close contacts for 14 
days from last exposure 

Exclude according to 
COVID-19 exclusion criteria  
 
Work with local health 
department to identify and 
exclude close contacts for 
14 days from last exposure 

Exclude according to COVID-
19 exclusion criteria  
 
Work with local health 
department to identify and 
exclude close contacts for 14 
days from last exposure 

N
ot Applicable (rem

ote learning) 

COVID-19 
symptoms but 
not tested for 
COVID-19 and 
no alternate 
diagnosis  

If no potential exposure to 
COVID-19 in the last 14 days, 
individual can follow NJDOH 
School Exclusion List  
 
If person has potential 
exposure to COVID-19 in the 
last 14 days, exclude 
according to COVID-19 
exclusion criteria. 

Exclude according to 
COVID-19 exclusion criteria  

Exclude according to COVID-
19 exclusion criteria  
 
Work with local health 
department to identify and 
exclude close contacts for 14 
days from last exposure, or 
until symptomatic individual 
tests negative for COVID-19 or 
receives an alternate 
diagnosis from a medical 
provider 

COVID-19 
symptoms and 
negative 
COVID-19 test 
(viral test) 

Exclude individual through 
24 hours after their fever has 
ended without the use of 
fever reducing medications 
and other symptoms 
improve 

Exclude individual through 
24 hours after their fever 
has ended without the use 
of fever reducing 
medications and other 
symptoms improve 

Exclude individual through 24 
hours after their fever has 
ended without the use of 
fever reducing medications 
and other symptoms improve 

COVID-19 
symptoms BUT 
with alternate 
diagnosis from a 
healthcare 
provider  

Exclude individual based on 
diagnosis, using NJDOH 
School Exclusion List 

Exclude individual based on 
diagnosis, using NJDOH 
School Exclusion List 

Exclude individual based on 
diagnosis, using NJDOH School 
Exclusion List 

Close contact 
of COVID-19 
positive staff or 
student or to 
someone with 
COVID-19 
symptoms (high 
risk level only) 

Close contacts of persons 
who test positive for COVID-
19 should be excluded 
through 14 days from date of 
last contact. 
 

Close contacts of persons 
who test positive for 
COVID-19 should be 
excluded through 14 days 
from date of last contact 

Close contacts of persons who 
test positive for COVID-19 
should be excluded through 
14 days from date of last 
contact.  
 
Close contacts of an individual 
with COVID-19 symptoms 
should be excluded through 
14 days from date of last 
contact, or until ill individual 
receives an alternate 
diagnosis or tests negative for 
COVID-19. 
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